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CLASS 9 
Subject - ENGLISH 

Chapter -  My Childhood 
 
 

My Childhood 
 
This worksheet is for class 9 English, comprising chapter “my childhood”. It 
is important to read and understand the chapter before taking this 
worksheet.  
 
After completing this worksheet, students will be able to have a better 
understanding of the following topics: 
 
 

1. Who was Dr A P J Abdul Kalam? 
2. What was India going through during world war 2? 
3. What are social status and social issues present during that time? 
4. How Dr A P J Abdul Kalam got into science? 

 
 

1. “Kalam, I want you to develop so that you are on par with the highly 
educated people of the big cities.” 

 
 
a. Who is the speaker? 
b. Who is the listener? 
c. How was the speaker related to the listener? 
d. From which book has this extract been taken? 
e. Who is the author of the book? 
 
 
2. Write a character sketch of Sivasubramania Iyer. 
 
 
3. What incident occurred when Kalam reached the fifth standard at 
Rameshwaram Elementary school? 
 
 
4. How many siblings did Kalam have? 
 
 
5. How did Kalam earn his first salary? 
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ANSWER 
 
 

1.  
a. Sivasubramania Iyer 
b. Kalam 
c. Sivasubramia Iyer was his science teacher. 
d. Wings of Fire 
e. Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 
 
 
2. Following are the pointers for character sketch - 
 
 
a. He was the science teacher of Kalam. 
b. He was an orthodox Brahmin with a conservative wife. 
c. He was rebellious against the religious division of society and other 
social barriers. 
d. He took steps to break this social barrier by mingling students of 
different religions and varying backgrounds. 
 
 
3. When Kalam entered the fifth standard at Rameshwaram Elementary 
school, his new teacher made him sit behind the class. The new teacher was 
strict about the religious division and did not accept a Hindu sitting with a 
Muslim boy. Kalam and his friend, Ramanadha Sastry, complained about this 
to their parents. Lakshmana Sastry, the father of Ramanadha and high 
priest, scolded the teacher and told him not to spill this sort of poison in 
society. 
 
 
4. He had a sister and three brothers. 
 
 
5. During World War II, newspapers were thrown out of the train since 
trains used to be swamped and busy, and could stop at every station. 
Kalam’s cousin, Samsuddin,  was the newspaper distributor of Rameswaram, 
so he had to collect newspapers from the moving train. Therefore, Kalam 
assisted Samsuddin to catch those newspapers leading to Kalam's first 
salary. 
 


